ADVISOR TOOLS

Chris Christ
has had the opportunity to introduce many people to their community foundation as a
vehicle for philanthropy. “The community foundation is more global than a single-
purpose charity,” says Chris. “It’s a neutral party, an impartial organization, established to

improve and enrich the quality of life in the community.”

Flexible giving. When donors establish a fund through their community foundation, they
open the door to a very broad range of charitable options. The community foundation can
manage virtually any type of gift for any charitable purpose, offering everyone the
opportunity to make a lasting contribution that directly benefits their community.

“Clients who voice interest in giving through a charitable trust or a private foundation
accomplish many of the same objectives by using their community foundation as a vehicle,”
Chris explains. “Clients get the advantage of good counsel regarding local needs and
community resources. They can direct funds into their own areas of interest, and make
recommendations for grants to charitable agencies of their choice.”

One of the advantages of the community foundation is that it “offers the donor much more
flexibility in the use of their charitable dollars than a direct gift to a charity,” Chris says.
“Many charitable organizations encourage planned giving, but that organization is the sole
beneficiary of the gift. With their community foundation, on the other hand, donors can
name multiple beneficiaries.”
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One of the advantages
community foundations
offer advisors is statewide
access to technical
resources and experienced

planned giving professionals.

“Community foundations
can provide information on
specific types of charitable
gifts, such as charitable
remainder trusts,” says
Chris Christ. “There are
some subtleties within
each instrument, and being
able to work with their
legal counsel has been

very helpful.”






